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Your state officer team has 
been hard at work planning and 
implementing new ideas to better your 
TSA experience. This past fall your 
state leadership team and state 
officers partnered together in order to 
put together an incredible state 
leadership conference in Kerrville, 
Texas. From the “Glow Bash” to the 
Bingo Night, the team thanks you for 
your participation and help in making 
Kerrville 2015 an unforgettable 
experience. Fast forward a few 
months and your state officer team 
took to the Capital along with other 
CTSOs in Texas such as BPA, FBLA, 
HOSA, FFA and FCCLA to gain 
support for Career and Technology 
Education. 

What’s more? Well this year we’ve 
also transitioned to a new, beautifully 
formatted website that is not only 
easy to use but also up-to-date. 
Additionally, we will integrate the new 
Sched app during state contest to 
improve efficiency in event 
coordination, releasing contest 
results, and overall communication. 
Through these new technological 
endeavors, we believe that Texas 
TSA is using “more effective methods 
of working and living” (TSA Creed). In 
closing, your officer team wishes you 
well in your few remaining academic 
months. We hope to see you all at 
state contest in Waco and at 
Nationals in Nashville. In the 
meantime, we look forward to 
witnessing you “building a legacy!”  

      Uwa Ihionkhan 
       President 

 Texas TSA is 
now on 
Snapchat! 
 
@texastsa

A Year in 
2015 – 2016 Spring Issue 
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Texas TSA Takes on the Capitol 
By: Uwa Ihionkhan 
 

The great month of February brought 
great accomplishments to the members of 
Texas TSA. During this month of Career and 
Technical Education (CTE), your Texas state 
officers traveled to Austin to rally for support of 
CTE and Career and Technical Student 
Organizations (CTSOs), a new tradition that we 
hope will prosper in the future. Consequently, 
TSA state officers gathered with other state 
CTSO officers in our state’s capital during the 
end of January.  

 Upon arrival in the great city of Austin, 
Texas, you officers entered a bustling room of 
officers from other CTSOs, such as FBLA, BPA, 
FFA, FCCLA, and HOSA. These other 
organizations focus on aspects of industry and 
knowledge such as business, marketing, 
agriculture, community, and health, 
respectively. In the array of different colored 
blazers as components, the only evident 
similarity amongst us was our mutual desire to 
succeed, evidenced by our participation in CTE 
and CTSOs.  We soon welcomed keynote 
speakers and a lobbyist from the Texas 
Department of Agriculture, and by the end of the 
afternoon, we felt confidently prepared to 
represent our organizations in a professional 
and persuasive manner.   

 At the crack of the dawn the next 
morning, we embarked on our mission at the 
grand Capitol building. Forming groups of 
officers from different CTSOs, we set out to 
knock on every door in the building to reach out 
to every attentive ear, foretelling our CTSO 
experiences and asking for legislative support 
and funding. Later that night, we hosted the 
members of the state board of education at a 

formal dinner prepared by a local high school 
culinary arts program. We again rallied for 
support of CTSOs and CTE education through 
casual conversation over a rather delicious 
meal. Towards the end of the night, our very 
own Jaime Martinez delivered a captivating and 
humorous keynote speech that emphasized the 
impact that CTE education has had on the life of 
a young immigrant student. On our final day in 
Austin, your Texas TSA officers attended a 
meeting of the State Board of Education to 
propose a resolution supporting CTE education, 
and when the gavel knocked and the decision to 
adopt the resolution was made we knew our 
mission had been accomplished. This 
opportunity, to network amongst officers from 
other CTSOs, to spread support for CTE 
education, and to professionally represent TSA 
was an invaluable and unforgettable 
experience. TSA truly took the Capitol.  
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Raising Funds 
By: Nathan Smith 
 

The Texas Technology Student 
Association is built on the principles of 
community, leadership, and service. 
Fundraising is a more than efficient method to 
demonstrate these fundamental principles. 
There are two types of fundraising your chapter 
can participate in: 
 

 Normal fundraising in which money is 
raised for TSA events and costs  

 Charitable fundraising in which money is 
raised to benefit another organization, 
such as TSA’s national service project, 
the American Cancer Society (ACS).  

 
 

This year, it has been a pivotal goal of the 
officer team to encourage both types of 
fundraising. With respect to this goal, your 
Texas TSA officers have achieved amazing 
strides at the state leadership conference when 
we encouraged ACS fundraising in some 
breakout sessions and through our own bingo 
fundraiser. In the last newsletter, we stressed 
the importance fundraising has in TSA and how 
it perpetuates the organization's community 
image, but we wish to accomplish more. In line 
with this desire, below are some ideas of 
fundraising done by other chapters throughout 
the state. The purpose of this is to encourage 
other you and your chapter to fundraise and 
display fundraising tips and ideas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The $1 Per Member ACS Challenge: 

“We asked each  member to donate $1 or more for the American Cancer 
Society. We talked about this challenge at every meeting for about two 
months. The announcement would be made at the end of the meeting 
and we would have one of our officers stand at the door with a money 
bag where members could put their donations on their way out.” - Cesia 
Flores, BETA TSA 

 

Beef Jerky Sales 

“We sell two brands of beef jerky: Jack Links and Fresh Country 
Meats. Fresh Country comes in several different flavors, all brands 
sold for $1 each, mostly sold to students at school. Our chapter 
has sold beef jerky every year for at least 8 years and it is where 
we get the most money from.” -Krisana Yuen, Longview TSA 

 

T-Shirt Sales 

“Two shirt designs were constructed by our own chapter. The first design, 
donning the message “Engineering My Dreams,” was sold at $10.00. The 
second one, donning the words “Keep SciTech Weird,” found its 
popularity with our students, who like to express the unique atmosphere 
of the Science Academy. This shirt was sold at $15.00.” - Andoni Barrica, 
Science Academy TSA 
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A Kerrville Recap 
By: Jaime Martinez 
 

For some of us this was our last Texas 
TSA Winter Leadership Conference at Kerrville 
in the Lion’s Camp. For others, it was your first 
one. For others, it was your second and possibly 
third one.  This conference was certainly a 
memorable one, for it was not only the largest 
Texas TSA Winter Conference, but it was also 
one that many of us will never forget. 
Throughout the three day experience you had 
the opportunity to attend the first ever “Glow 
Bash” mixer, where you met fellow TSA 
members as you danced, sang, and glowed 
your way through the night. One of our most 
iconic and successful events of the conference 
was the armada boat race competition, where 
we experienced an unforgettable night of 
students sinking, eager to jump in and make it 
across the pool, building their boats and 
collaborating as a team. 

Honesty, respect, determination, 
teamwork, aspiration, patience, tolerance, and 
parliamentary procedure are just a few of the 
many skills that students were exposed to. By 
partaking in these activities, many of you, the 
members of Texas TSA learned what it means 
to truly build a legacy. As you all may very well 
know, one of TSA’s objectives is to fundraise 
money for the American Cancer Society. During 
this year’s conference, we held our annual 
“Bingo Night” to raise donations, but we also 
sold glow sticks at the meet and greet to add to 
the bingo night earnings. This year’s amount 
came out to an outstanding $1,781 which was 
entirely donated to ACS. On behalf of you state 
officer team, I would like to thank you for making 
this a memorable conference.  

 

A Nationals Survival Guide 
By: Krisana Yuen 
 

Hey, Texas TSA! Are you ready for the 
National Conference in Nashville, Tennessee?! 
Whether this is your first national conference or 
your fifth, we’ve got some tips on how to make 
this conference as great as possible.  

 
 Don’t forget to prepare for your events! 

You are here to compete! Before nationals, 
give your events TLC and improve between 
state and nationals. If you have on-site 
events, be prepared with extra emergency 
supplies for any project mishaps that occur 
during travel!  

 Socialize - For five days you’ll be 
surrounded by people from across the 
country (and Germany and Turkey), so take 
the time to meet new people, make friends, 
and network! 

 Make a schedule- Don’t get caught up in 
the craziness. With all the competitions, 
turn-ins, general sessions, and state 

meetings, you’ll want to know when and 
where you have to be. Make sure to allow 
for travel time; you may just be going 
downstairs, but that may take ten minutes 
on the elevators, which always have a line.  

 Familiarize yourself with the hotel- 
There’s nothing worse than running late for 
an event and then getting lost on the 
complete wrong side of the hotel! It would 
be a good idea to take a quick tour of the 
hotel with your friends once you arrive.  

 Sightsee- If you have the time, take 
advantage of the amazing chance you’ve 
gotten to travel to Nashville. Nashville has 
plenty of fun activities! Go shopping at the 
Opry Mills Mall, tour the Ryman Auditorium, 
cruise the Cumberland River on the 
General Jackson Showboat, or of course, 
catch a show at the famous Grand Ole 
Opry! 
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Texas TSA 2016 – 2017 Officer Candidates 

Sergeant-At-Arms – Jacob Jones
 

 
 
 
 

Hey Texas TSA! My name is 
Jacob Jones and I hope to be 
your next State Sergeant-At-
Arms. I am from Mesquite and 
am in my third year of TSA. 
Since Freshman year, TSA has 
been an important part of my 
life, bringing me opportunities to 
become a better individual and 
leader. In my TSA career, I 
have competed in 
Biotechnology Design and CNC 
production, and am adding 
Technology Bowl and 
Extemporaneous Speaking to 
the list. 
Even though I joined TSA by 
happenstance, as the person 
who invited me promptly never 
showed up around the 
meetings after that, my 

chapter’s TSA quickly became 
a second home to me, though 
admittedly I spent more time 
there than at my actual home. It 
was a place to channel my 
engineering spirit and to gain 
friends with shared interests. 
Even as every progression in 
my TSA career has been by 
circumstance, like a random 
engineering classmate 
becoming my CNC partner and 
one of my closest friends, the 
path that TSA has opened up to 
me has brightened my future. I 
strive to bring this spirit and 
passion into the hearts of 
members and show everyone 
why TSA is the best path 
anyone can go down.

 
 

Sergeant-At-Arms – Austin Smith
I am interested in running for State office because I 
want to influence Texas TSA. I also feel that full 
filling a position at the State level can broaden my 
skill set. I have been in Karate for almost 5 years, 
and I have picked up a set of Leadership skills that 
helped me stand out amongst my peers. After I 
have accomplished my Black Belt in the spring of 
2014. For the past two years, I have been the 
trombone section leader of the CHS marching and 
Concert band. I am currently in my 2nd year in 
TSA, and I am my Chapter’s Sgt. At Arms. On top 
of all this I have learned Respect, Discipline, 
Patience, and many other leadership skills that has 
spiked my interest in serving in a leadership 
position.  After attending the State conferences and 
contests, TSA has become a main part of my life 
which has encouraged me to run for State office. 
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Sergeant-At-Arms – Luke Smolka
 

 

I’m interested in being a state 
officer for Texas TSA because I 
want to make impact in the lives 
of every Texas TSA member 
and to bring everyone together 
as one cohesive group.  In 
seventh grade, I participated in 
a robotics camp and from then 
on I have been hooked on TSA. 
One of the biggest reasons that 
I am stayed involved into my 
sophomore year is because 
TSA has been my family. While 
I have been a chapter member 
and officer, I have learned 
leadership skills such as 

communication, time 
management, planning, and 
supporting the flow of the 
chapter meetings.  The state 
conference in Kerrville has given 
me the opportunity to watch and 
learn from other officers and 
meet members from across the 
state.  I would like to be the 
Texas TSA Sergeant-at-Arms 
because one of the biggest 
impacts that I can make is 
ensure everyone feel welcome 
and make sure no one is left out.  

 
 
 

Sergeant-At-Arms – Luke Stanton
Hi, my name is Luke Stanton and I’m running to be 
your next 2016 Texas State Sergeant-at-Arms. I 
believe that the position of Sergeant-at-Arms is 
meant to be held by a leader, and a person who 
wishes to accommodate for all people attending 
the event. The Sergeant-at-Arms must be one who 
wishes to go the extra mile so that everyone has a 
place to stay, they must be the ones to make sure 
that everyone is having a good time, and if not, 
then ask why and how it can be fixed, and they 
must finally be the person who welcomes 
everyone with a warm and caring greeting as to 
make sure they are individually acknowledged. All 
of these requirements for a great Sergeant-at-
Arms can be found in me, and that’s why I am 
running to be your next 2016 Sergeant-at-Arms. 
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Reporter – Sydney Berry
 

 
 
 
 

When I first joined TSA as an 
eighth grader, I never would 
have imagined that it would 
lead to me having friends on 
the other side of the state or 
holding a chapter office. What 
started as a way to learn 
photography quickly turned into 
a way to help others and learn 
how to be a leader. 
Through the years, this 
organization has done more 
than just teach me about 
Photoshop; it’s given me 
countless opportunities like 
traveling to new places, 
learning about parliamentary 
procedure, and meeting new 
people. Serving on your State 
Leadership Team for the past 

two years has been an amazing 
experience that I wouldn’t trade 
for anything else. To be able to 
meet so many members from 
across the state and see 
everything in action after 
planning for so long was an 
amazing experience that I’m 
grateful for, and it motivates me 
to continue helping. 
Texas TSA, my name is 
Sydney Berry, I’m from South 
Texas BETA in Edinburg, and 
I’d be honored to be your next 
State Reporter. I’m confident 
that I can fulfill the 
responsibilities of being a State 
Officer and hope to be given 
the chance to do so. See you at 
State! 

 

 
Reporter – Stephanie Guck
I, Stephanie Guck, am 
interested in running for Texas 
TSA State Reporter.  TSA has 
had a large impact on my life 
and it has helped me exercise 
my passion for helping others 
and leading my fellow peers. I 
have learned leadership is not a 
position where one orders 
others around, it is a position 
where one shares their insights 
and creativity using 
communication and listening 
skills to aid others in success. I 
believe that by running for TSA 
State Office I have the 
opportunity to put my leadership 
skills to the test and impact 

students the same way previous 
ones have impacted me. TSA 
has not only shown me ways to 
think outside of the box but also 
how to connect with fellow TSA 
members in forms of business 
and companionship. Becoming 
a State Officer once seemed out 
of reach, but other TSA leaders 
helped ignite the passion of 
leadership that now burns within 
me. I hope to also ignite a 
passionate flame of leading in 
the hearts of other my peers and 
show them that everyone has 
the capabilities to be a leader.  
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Treasurer – Joel Fuentes
 

 
 
 

Hello Texas TSA! Since joining 
the Technology Student 
Association in 2013, I have been 
able to gain many valuable life 
skills such as effective 
communication, responsibility, 
and leadership, all of which I 
would be eager to put to use as 
part of the State Officer Team, 
as your 2016-2017 Treasurer. I 
am a hardworking, motivated 
individual with a strong desire to 
succeed and to lead others 
toward success. My ability to 
work well in a team 
environment, my passion for 
science and technology, along 
with my natural enthusiasm 
have all contributed to my 

success as an officer and as a 
national contestant. On a 
personal level, I am open to any 
situation which tests my abilities, 
and with my peers I have a 
reputation of being a fast 
learner, who is dependable, 
organized, and who works well 
under pressure. From skipped 
lunches, to sleepless nights, the 
quote “It will all be worth it in the 
end” is what has always kept me 
committed to this organization, 
and although some may say that 
it has been time misspent, I beg 
to differ. I simply respond by 
saying “it is time I have spent 
‘Building a Legacy.’” 

 

 
Treasurer – Brady Miller
Hello Texas TSA!  I'm Brady 
Miller, and I'm running to be your 
next state Treasurer.  I'm a 
freshman at Longview High 
School, in Longview, Texas, 
where you can usually find me 
playing football, watching 
Netflix, playing with my dog 
Max, or doing something 
involving TSA.  I could sit here 
and tell you examples of why I 
think I'm the right candidate, but 
I won’t do that.  The reason why 
I believe I’m the right candidate 
is that I'm truly all in.  I've only 
been in TSA for two years, but 
you guys have already given me 
so much, and I feel it's my turn 

to give back.  I have three main 
goals for our state this year: 1) 
promote fundraising for ACS, 
not only in Texas but across the 
nation; 2) getting more students 
into TSA, I’d like to start new 
chapters across Texas, and 
promote participation in the 
chapters we already have, and 
3) get more people involved in 
the leadership of TSA, because 
it’s certainly something to take 
pride in.  So what I ask you now 
is, are you ready to go all in? 
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Treasurer – Andrea Saucedo
 

 
 
 
 

I am running for treasurer 
because it would be such an 
honor to give back to TSA from 
this great position. Yes, it is true, 
that I have only been in TSA for 
one complete year. But in that 
year alone, I have gained a 
tremendous amount of 
knowledge and such dedication 
to this organization.   
 As treasurer, I would not only 
give back to TSA, but as well as 
to the American Cancer Society. 
I already have some amazing 
fundraising ideas, and I'm also 
open to other ideas as well. As 
daughter of my hardworking 
parents and my book fangirl 
nature, I've grown to know the 
power of money well spent and 

well earned. If I become 
treasurer, I will keep these 
concepts at hand at all times to 
ensure the best for TSA while 
still not going over the budget. 
Also as member of a chapter 
that used to be not so involved, 
I would like to promote the 
activeness of other TSA 
members. TSA is an 
organization ran by students not 
adults. Your voices should be 
heard because they're the most 
important and will enrich the 
value of TSA. So if you want to 
enrich the value of TSA and 
ensure the best for TSA. You 
should vote for me for 2016-
2017 treasurer. 
 

 

 
Treasurer – Harrison Wissel-Littmann
Hello Texas TSA, I am Harrison 
Wissel-Littmann and I am 
running for Texas TSA 
Treasurer. TSA has become 
more than just an extracurricular 
activity for me, it has become a 
family. I have finally found a 
place of acceptance for myself 
to interact freely with other 
driven students like yourselves. 
The challenges provided by TSA 
have opened my eyes to the 
complex world we are educating 
ourselves to enter, and I wish to 
better prepare every TSA 
member with the knowledge and 
experience to thrive past High 

School. At the heart, we are all a 
collective student body, and 
you, the members, are the 
lifeblood of TSA. As your Texas 
TSA Treasurer, I will interact 
with corporate sponsors to attain 
funds to enhance Texas TSA 
sponsored events and 
encourage greater participation. 
Let’s spark this fire of change 
together by voting for me, 
Harrison Wissel-Littmann for 
your Texas TSA Treasurer. 
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Secretary – Stella Cunningham
 

 

My name is Stella Cunningham 
and I am running for State 
Secretary. I am currently 
president of my chapter, George 
Ranch High School in 
Richmond, which is just outside 
of Houston. As a member of the 
2015-2016 leadership team, I 
had the opportunity to learn from 
our current leaders. TSA is a 
wonderful organization that has 
inspired me and presented 
many incredible opportunities to 
learn about new things and meet 
interesting people. I want to be a 
part of the leadership team so 

Texas can continue to be one of 
the best states in TSA 
nationally. For Texas to continue 
in its success, I believe it is 
essential for the Secretary to be 
responsible, organized and a 
productive member of the 
leadership team. I will take my 
responsibilities seriously and 
will stay focused to get things 
done.  I hope you will consider 
voting for me. Remember to 
take note of Stella Cunningham 
for Secretary. 

 

 
Secretary – Jenna Nguyen
Through the years that I've been a part of TSA, I've 
grown to like it more than I thought I would. I've learned 
that TSA is so much more than just technology or 
competitions, it's about the experience you have and 
the stories that are made. I love meeting new people 
and being able to learn from everybody around me.  
In TSA, I've felt like that has been a major key point for 
club members. I love to lead and am very organized so 
holding officer positions in the clubs that I am a part of 
is really enjoyable for me. If allowed the opportunity, I 
believe I can excitedly succeed in being a great leader 
for Texas TSA.   
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Secretary – Norma Rangel
 

 
 

Dedicated, devoted, and 
destined to build success for my 
greatest passion- TSA, I am 
Norma Rangel and I desire to be 
your next state secretary. I am 
currently a junior at the Science 
Academy of South Texas and 
this is my fifth year in TSA. I am 
dedicated and eager to do 
everything that is necessary to 
ensure the growth and success 
of this organization. The 
camaraderie of this association 
is undeniable and has been 
evident to me from the moment 

I joined. TSA means so much to 
me that there really are no 
words to describe just how 
passionate I am about this 
organization. Due to my 
involvement in TSA, I have 
witnessed its importance to the 
members and know that 
everyone wants to see this 
organization succeed. As 
Secretary, I believe I will help 
get Texas TSA to its full 
potential.  
 

 

 
Vice President – Jefferson Lint
Hello, Texas TSA!  My name is 
Jefferson Lint and I am a junior 
at South Texas BETA in 
Edinburg.  It would be an honor 
to serve as your next state Vice 
President.  When I first started 
out in middle school, all I was 
looking for was a cool way to get 
together with my friends after 
school.  After five years in this 
incredible organization, I have 
learned that TSA is so much 
more than just an 
extracurricular.  It’s an 
environment that has helped me 
grow as both a person and a 
competitor, while meeting the 
most amazing people at the 

same time.  Now, I want to help 
members reach their dreams 
and build their legacies. 
With my background as a 
chapter officer, a student council 
officer, as well as a public 
speaker, I have the experience 
and the ability to fill my role as 
Vice President effectively.  If 
elected as a state officer, I will 
be dedicated to serving you to 
the best of my abilities, and I will 
be diligent in making sure Texas 
TSA is the best it can be.  I look 
forward to meeting you all at 
Waco! 
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Vice President – Vy Nguyen
 

 

TSA has become a big part of 
my life, it has shown me the 
endless possibilities using 
science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. 
The reason why I want to 
become vice president is 
because I want to offer my 
abilities, and try to help the 
students like me receive the 
answers they are seeking. 
 
 
 
 

I want to treat everyone equally 
and promise the full 
collaboration and dedication to 
better this organization. I would 
want other students to 
understand how great TSA is, 
and not just get the minimal out 
of the program, but to learn 
something and use the program 
to exceed.

 

 
President – Jason Conklin
Hello Texas TSA, my name is 
Jason Conklin. I am excited to 
again have the chance to 
represent such an exemplary 
organization. TSA has a special 
place in my life, as it represents 
a large chunk of my time and 
energy, but also because of the 
unique experiences it offers to 
students like us. The 
friendships, victories, and 
legacies we create in TSA have 
the potential to impact not only 
ourselves, but also the members 
who come after us. This year's 
theme is "Building a Legacy," 
which I believe is more 
important than ever, as we each 
think about the lasting effects of 

our words and actions on others. 
Together, we can create a 
legacy that will stand through 
the years, so that we are not 
forgotten as newer members 
arrive and older member leave. I 
can provide my experience in 
TSA, as well as my vision, to 
help us accomplish this goal. 
Collaboration and cooperation 
are my ultimate goals for TSA, 
and we can only improve the 
organization by implementing 
these principles together. Texas 
is the birthplace of TSA, and 
only by working together can we 
prove that our legacy is still 
being written.  
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President – Owes Raza
 

 
 

I would never have imagined 
myself running for the position of 
a State Officer. However, after 
holding office for three years at 
my school and attending 
countless conferences, I can 
now say that I have developed a 
passion to lead. I have a better 
understanding of how the State 
Officer Team should work, in 
order to help our members get 
the most out of TSA. It is exciting 
to hear the amount of ideas that 
are presented for the 
improvement of our 
organization. However, the 
reality is that many of these 
outstanding ideas will never be 

implemented. The issue isn't 
that these ideas are not feasible 
- it is that we need a strong 
officer team to execute them. 
This is my goal: to recreate a 
cohesive State Officer Team at 
an unprecedented level, that will 
not only succeed in 
accomplishing larger goals, but 
also tackle the smaller ones with 
precision. I have the ability to 
motivate, lead, and make 
decisions when needed, for the 
better of our organization. 
Together, we can take TSA to 
where it needs to be. All of this 
only begins, with your vote. 

 

A Community Effort 
By: Aleida Olvera 
 

As a TSA member, we are more than just 
students who excel in technological events. We 
are a family who puts together events to 
encourage our peers to explore interests in 
STEM fields, a family who fundraises for future 
technological advancements within our school, 
and a family who fights to push technology 
beyond our classrooms. That said, it only makes 
sense that we focus on the reputation of TSA 
members as a whole. 

Such a way to uphold TSA’s prestigious 
reputation is to give back to the community that 
brought our members up. If your chapter has 
exhausted their resources on such a project, 
there are other alternatives to giving back to the 
community other than just using TSA’s national 
service project:  

 
 “Preview” Day: allows your school to 

showcase all their CTSO’s and CTE 
courses while bringing exposure to 
members of the community of the work 

done within these two areas. By creating 
interactive sessions for the students, 
displaying student projects, and even 
talking about the various aspects of TSA, 
you are able to give back to both the TSA 
and school community. 

 Mini-Conference: can be anywhere from 
4 to 12 hours long, and students could 
include various workshops and keynote 
speakers to engage students in the 
wonders of engineering and technology 
as well as TSA as an organization. 

 Hack-A-Thon: meant to bring together 
people in order to build software and 
hardware while socializing with like 
minded individuals. This in turns helps 
promote the spirit of TSA and the career 
and technical education center of the 
school. 
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Voting Delegate: A Chapter’s Chosen Two 
By: Andoni Barrica 
 

To many, the role may seem small and 
negligible, a role that is simply tedious busywork 
that prevents you from enjoying the conference 
with your friends. In actuality, though, the role of 
a voting delegate is vital in maintaining the 
democracy that is Texas TSA, for these select 
individuals, amongst all others, are chosen to 
represent their chapter’s unique ideals, values, 
and opinions on both a state and national level.  

Perhaps one of the most obvious tasks of 
the two voting delegates (no more, no less) is in 
the election of either the Texas TSA or TSA 
National Officers. In this sense, it is essential for 
each delegate to allot time to acquaint 
themselves with the candidates and their 
platforms. Prior to the state competition, it would 
be wise to at least view each candidate’s entry 
in the spring newsletter before meeting them in 
person. However, words are simply not enough; 
charisma, motivation, and commitment are 
things that are meant to be experienced in 
person, which is why everyone, especially 

voting delegates, are encouraged to converse 
with the candidates in the “Meet the Candidates” 
forum. As a rep for your chapter, it is the 
delegate’s task to come to a consensus with 
your chapter as to who you will all vote for.  

The job of a delegate involves more than 
just voting for a pretty face, however. Seeing 
last year’s TSA National Conference in Dallas, 
we realize that there are times that the voting 
delegate will have to partake in the deliberation 
of other items, in last year’s case, amendments. 
The voting delegates are encouraged to speak 
on behalf of their chapter’s opinion either for or 
against the matter at hand. In that sense, a good 
grasp of parliamentary procedure can only be 
advantageous.  

Keep in mind that this duty is not for the 
light-hearted. In many cases, it can be draining, 
harsh, and well, downright exhausting, but the 
realization that you are getting your own peers’ 
voice heard in some form can be one of the most 
fulfilling feelings you can every experience. 

 

The Honorable Few 
By: Krisana Yuen 
 

Texas TSA developed a program to 
honor those who have dedicated their lives to 
this organization. The program is called the 
Texas TSA Hall of Honor. One of the first 
inductees was W.A. Mayfield, who was integral 
to the founding of Texas TSA and served as the 
first state advisor. Those who have been 
inducted displayed true sacrifice and devotion to 
shaping Texas TSA and making it the fantastic 
organization it is today. “[The recipients] are not 
just individuals who were members of TSA but 
rather individuals who were instrumental to 
building our organization,” current Executive 
Director and State Advisor Pamela Cook noted. 
The incredible work of the Hall of Honor 
recipients is reminiscent of a line from the TSA 
Creed; “...I will strive to do my best in making my 
school, state, and nation better places in which 
to live.” It is clear that the members of the Hall 

of Honor have lived by the Creed. Let this be a 
word of encouragement to take on the same 
leadership that those in the Hall of Honor have 
done, both in and out of the TSA world.  
 
2013-2014  
-WA Mayfield 
-Jerry Mycue 
-Barry Beuershausen 
-Glen Woods 
-Glen Williams 
 
2014-2015  
-Floyd Simmons 
-Charles Cotter 
 
2015-2016 
-Paul Caldwell
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Thanks, Texas TSA, for a great year! It 
was a year that we will forever treasure. 
 
Love, 
Uwa, Aleida, Krisana, Nathan, Andoni,  
and Jaime – Your 2015-2016 Officer 
Team 


